DEFENDANT:______________________________________________  CAUSE NO. ____________________________

RIGHT TO COUNSEL
A defendant in a criminal matter is entitled to be represented by counsel in an adversarial judicial proceeding.  The right to be represented by counsel includes the right of the defendant to consult in private with counsel sufficiently in advance of a proceeding to allow adequate preparation for the proceeding.

An indigent defendant is entitled to have an attorney appointed to represent them in any adversarial proceeding that may result in punishment by confinement and in any other criminal proceeding if the Court concludes that the interests of justice require representation.  “Indigent” means a person who is not financially able to employ counsel.

You are advised that if you are indigent and unable to afford counsel, one will be appointed to represent you free of charge.

A defendant who requests a determination of indigency and appointment of counsel shall complete under oath a questionnaire concerning financial resources and respond under oath to examination regarding defendant’s financial resources.  If the Court determines you are indigent, counsel will be appointed for you.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

OPTIONS (Please Initial ONE of the following):

1._____  I have an attorney, and I therefore request the Court to reset my case. (Please provide the name, address, and 


  telephone number of your attorney below.)


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________

2._____  I would like to reset my case to give me a reasonable opportunity to hire an attorney.

3._____  I am indigent and unable to afford an attorney, and I would like the Court to appoint an attorney to represent me.

4._____  I want to waive my right to an attorney, waive my right to 10 days notice of a disposition setting, and I wish to


  communicate with the State’s Attorney to discuss a plea bargain. (Please sign WAIVER below.)

WAIVER OF RIGHT TO COUNSEL:  “I have been advised on the date stated below by the Presiding Judge of the Kendall County 451st Judicial District Court of the nature of the charges against me and my right to representation by counsel in the case pending against me.  I have been further advised that if I am unable to afford counsel, one will be appointed for me free of charge.  Understanding my right to have counsel appointed for me free of charge if I am financially able to employ counsel, I wish to waive that right and request the court to proceed with my case without an attorney being appointed for me.  I hereby waive my right to counsel.”
Signed this _______ day of ____________________, 20 _____.

Defendant’s Signature:_______________________________________________________

SIGNED this _____ day of ____________________, 20 _____.
_____________________________________________









                        Signature of Defendant

INTERPRETER:  I certify that, to the best of my abilities, I have interpreted the above and foregoing RIGHT TO COUNSEL and WAIVER OF RIGHT TO COUNSEL in the language indicated below and that the Defendant herein has indicated to me that he or she fully understands the content of this document.  If Option 4 is initialed, Defendant has herein indicated to me that he or she has knowingly waived his or her rights as stated in Option 4.

Language______________________________

Interpreter___________________________________________

For Option 4, the Court finds that Defendant’s “Waiver of Right to Counsel” was voluntarily and intelligently made.

SIGNED this ________ day of ____________________, 20 _____.









_____________________________________________








         Judge, 451st Judicial District Court, Kendall County
